
Mefer to Eift VUeo Rental PNAii^ B(qicott llto
Bf Ml lUllf

(SAND BAFID^ Mich.—
McQor beare plans to exit the
video rental boszness, amove
that inayhave been mflnenned
by a iBolonged boymtt a
omservatnepressuregraQL

Hie retaler is sot pott^
videormtddeiuftuiaitsiptofls

oduwift spaces nto
|iutastncfio6»J<)iii^imenztaD,

the Grand R^^ds Press. Zim-
merman was on vacation and

oocddnotbeoozitadedbsrSNl
7Vn]new23Q,l000-sqaar&^oot

cnfntfmwrtonstcaresti>k<qjened
last month in tiie (Snc^aafi
area do not iiave video roita]
dqiarCment^ confirmed Jea-
mfer Donms,a spokeswoman.
DomisVQidd notoansnentftr-

TideoreotaL

inthosenew-stares, the

companyB ea^ondii^its sales
of videos, compoter software
and other entertsunmeot soft-
"ware [Koducts, said siqipiier
sources. In an apparent mer-
<^iandiangshift,the pnxfaicts
are dsplayed in an i^&ont

bii^of the photo labdepart
ment; en^lcQFees tddSN when
thestares called.

In ciderstores,sefl-throi:^
&locatedinthevi^roitalde
partments and nearby aides.

'Hiese sections are often locat
ed deepin the store, sometiiues
inacomec

Anemployeesadd the com
panyisnol<n^erpottingvideo
rentals into any new stores.
One reason for the retailer*s
decision to get out of video,
sources said, could be the pro
longed boycottand postcard <
writingcaiiqiaignbytheMield-
gan dis^iter oftheAmerican I
Family Association, TapeltK

See iiajet; Rage 63

ContinuedFromRagft 49
Miss. The conservative groups
headed nationally by Sev.
Donald V/ildraoa, isprotesting
Meijer's cairyihy of R-rated
movies. Downs-nonldnot com
ment on this.

Another factor may be the
general decline of the video
Rental market lastyeaq noted
industry observers.

In recent y^ Meqer has
dropped predjatci^y on an
annual lust of video rental
retailers put oat by ^deo
Software Afagazine. JRanked
number ofrental transactions,:
Meijer n^as N<l 9 among all'
rental retailets in the nation in

"I'm sure the boycott
was sigmikimt in their
deasim-makiag,"

Bill iolifison
state director

American Family
Association

"But I'm sure that the boy
cottwas signiflcaht In theirdeci-
sion-miUdng. Prior to that Uma,
the Meuer video departments
wore increasing regularly in

of new rental releases,
and in terms ofthe expansion of
the video stores all across the
state cf Michigan andin other '
states^^s^JolmsoiL
, ——js no
loiiga'bnngmginrental titles
•AFA. finds objectionable^ the
graop wffi only now consider
lifting tileboycott because the
retailer has said it is getting
oat ofthe rental business, said
Johnson.

"While we felt they were
staying away from thestrongly

sexually violet movies

Ix vrestill did not see themtak
ing some of the steps that ^
had hoped that they would
take," he said.

The AFAboyoott 'xis seen
bysome intheindasCiyas
icbecause Me^cr hadbeen'one
of the iodustzy's most ^^es-
^vC rPtflflPTS in feim_

ly-orientedentertammeaLthe 1894 liaUng, but fell to No.
24 in 1995 and No.28this yean

During that time, Me^er
increased both its store count
andita numberofvideo deport
ments. Also during that time,
the boycott began, and Meyer
stopped carrying certain popu
lar R-rated titles, such as "Pulp
Fiction.". This may have con
tributed to its decline in popu-
larity among consumers as a
video outlet and ultimately to
ita decision to get out of the
buainciM, noted the obHcrvers.

"T don't think Meyer wniikl
Kuy [the dccinion lo Kct out of
video rental] wtus becauMC of
our boycott,"said BillJohnson,
state director of AFA, based in
FVemont, Mich; "A large chain
Hke that has to be careful not to
give a signal that it is doing
something becauseof any kind
of a bd^ott effortby any par
ticulargroup,"he said.
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